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The Book Of Common Prayer 
Rite II 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OPENING HYMN 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION      
 
Bishop Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
People  You have come to your people and set them free. 
 
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
 
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Creator of all. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE GLORIA (spoken) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Bishop The Lord is with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. 
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THE COLLECT  

Bishop O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed 
his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by 
faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our 
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING      Exodus 24:12-18 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and  
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 
have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, 
and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait  
here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you;  
whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  
The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six  
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the  
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the  
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went  
up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 

   The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 99 Dominus regnavit 

 

1 The LORD is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 
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2 The LORD is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 
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SECOND READING       2 Peter 1:16-21 

 
A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter. 

 

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from 
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 

 

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 
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THE GOSPEL        Matthew 17:1-9 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and 
his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone. 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about 
the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
People Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON       The Rt. Rev. Deon K. Johnson   
 
RENEWAL OF OUR BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Presider  Let us renew our commitment to Christ. Silence is kept for a time.  
 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment 
to Jesus Christ?  

People  I do.  

Presider  Do you believe in God the Father?  
People  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Presider  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
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descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  

Presider  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  

 
Presider  How will you connect to Christ in community?  
People  With God's help I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.  

Presider  How will you resist evil and turn to Christ?  
People  With God's help I will persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever I fall 

into sin, repent and return to the Lord.  

Presider  How will you show Christ in your life?  
People  With God's help I will proclaim by word and example the Good News of 

God found in Jesus Christ.  

Presider  How will you seek and serve Christ in your life?  
People  With God's help I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my 

neighbor as myself.  

Presider  How will you work for the reign of Christ?  
People  With God's help I will strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being.  

Presider  How will you care for God’s creation?  
People  With God's help I will cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect 

the beauty and integrity of all creation.  

Presider  May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted 
and grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. Amen. 
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A LITANY FOR THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

Deacon Let us gather our prayers and desires, and offer them to the Holy One 
who first loved us. 

The Worship Leader and People pray responsively 

Holy God, in whom all things in heaven and earth have their being,  
Have mercy on us. 
 
 Jesus the Christ, through whom the world is reconciled to the Father,  
Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Spirit, whose glory fills the world and searches the depths of God,  
Have mercy on us.  
 
Blessed Trinity, source of both unity and diversity,  
Have mercy on us.  
 
From blind hearts and petty spirits, that refuse to see the need of all humankind for 
your love,  
Savior, deliver us.  
 
From pride, self-sufficiency and the unwillingness to admit our own need of your 
compassion,  
Savior, deliver us.  
 
From discouragement in the face of pain and disappointment, and from lack of 
persistence and thoroughness,  
Savior, deliver us. 
 
From ignorance, apathy, and complacency that prevent us from spreading the 
Gospel,  
Savior, deliver us. 
 
O God, we pray for the gifts of ministry. Inspire our minds with a vision of your 
kingdom in this time and place.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
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Touch our eyes, that we may see your glory in all creation.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
 
Touch our ears, that we may hear from every mouth the hunger for hope and stories 
of refreshment.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
 
Touch our lips, that we may tell in every tongue and dialect the wonderful works of 
God.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
 
Touch our hearts, that we may discern the mission to which you call us.  
Hear us, O Christ. 
  
Touch our feet, that we may take your Good News into our neighborhoods, 
communities, and all parts of the world.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
 
Touch our hands, that we may each accomplish the work you give us to do.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
 
Strengthen and encourage all who minister in your name in lonely, dangerous and 
unresponsive places.  
Hear us, O Christ.  
 
Open the hearts and hands of many to support your Church in this and every place.  
Hear us, O Christ. 

Bishop    Christ Jesus, you go before and behind us, you are our light and our shield; 
guide our path, be our clear sight, lift us up in your Gospel joy, and bless the work we 
do in your name and honor, for you are our beloved, and our life made new. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 
Bishop The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



12 
 

 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

 
Eucharistic Prayer-Prayer A 
 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Bishop It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; for you are 
the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to 
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Bishop and People “Holy, Holy, Holy” (sung) 
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Bishop Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Bishop and People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Bishop continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever.    

THE GREAT AMEN (sung) 

Bishop And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Bishop Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.    
 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Bishop The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 



16 
 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 
(All are invited to God’s Table.  You may come forward to receive the Body of Christ or 
to receive a blessing.  Some may wish to remain in your seats.  Please use this time to 
quietly sit and pray or join in the singing of the hymn(s). 

(Those at home may, if they wish, say this prayer:) 

In union, O God, with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  We present to 
you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 
you.  And since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts.  We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all 
the love of our souls.  Let nothing ever separate you from us.  May we live in you, 
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. 
 
Bishop and People   
 
 Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 

nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we 
may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
Bishop    Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of 

those whom we love or those who walk this way with us. So, be swift to 
love and make haste to be kind and may the Divine Mystery that is 
beyond our ability to know be your companion along the way. And may 
the blessing of God Almighty, the grace of Christ the Son and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for 
ever.  Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Deacon Our worship is ended.  Our service in the world begins.  Go now to love 

and serve our God.   
People Thanks be to God.  
 

TODAY’S LITURGICAL LEADERS 
 

Presider 
The Rt. Rev. Deon K. Johnson   

 
Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Renee L. Fenner, Rector 
 

Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Deacon Valerie E. Patton 

 
Worship Leader 
Gaylard Williams 

 
Reader 

Walter Fox 
 

Acolyte 
Laura Mabry 

 
Ushers 

Allen Dukes 
Charles Henderson 

 
Minister of Music 
Terrell Thompson 

 
Choir Members 

Adrienne Dillon, Walter Fox, Michael Griffin, Stanley Johnson, Barrie Jones,  
Helen Owens, and Machelle West 
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OUR MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 

Mission Statement:  To be the Light of Christ that builds relationships in our congregation,  

                                       our community, and with our God. 

Vision Statement:     Finding Christ in Relationships 

 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS AND ASCENSION VESTRY – 2026 

 
Vestry Wardens     Class of 2027  
Senior Warden-Gaylard Williams (2027) Adrienne Dillon 
Junior Warden-TBA    Sondra Harrell 
        
       Class of 2028 
       Michael Griffin 
       Stanley Merridith 
 
       Class of 2029 
       Betty Brown 
       Dawn Johnson 
          
Treasurer      Convention Delegates 
Rickey Mabry     Adrienne Dillon (2027) 
   Caroline Moore (2027) 
 
   Alternate Delegate 
   Donna Black (2027) 

 

"Make a career of humanity. Commit yourself to the noble struggle 
for equal rights. You will make a better person of yourself, a greater 
nation of your country, and a finer world to live in."  

– Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME BISHOP DEON! 
 

PRAYER LIST 

We are always ready to pray for family members, friends, neighbors and all those in 
need of our prayers.  As promised, we are returning to the practice of keeping names 
on our prayer list for six weeks.  If you would like to include someone on our prayer list, 
please fill out a 'Prayer Request Form' located at the Ushers' station.  Thank you! 

 
REMEMBER OUR ADOPTED FAMILY 

Please remember our adopted family in the new year!  Our family consists of a single 
mother and her two daughters, ages 18 and 21.  We can continue our monetary fund to 
help pay for repairs to their home. We can provide food and personal items, and gift 
cards to stores such as Schnuck's, Target, Walmart, Walgreens, Kohl's, and 
Aldi's.  "Whatever you do to the least of them; you do unto me (Matthew 25:40)."   
 
Join us for Coffee Hour with the Bishop immediately following the Eucharist! 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL PRESENTATION  
It is with great pride that the ASA Men’s Club cordially invites you to a Black History 
Month presentation that has been in the works for several years. On Sunday, February 
22 at 10:30 am (after Eucharist in the parish hall) former parishioner, Sam Lewis, will 
present “BLACK EPISCOPALIAN-A Vignette of Finding My Place”. 
  
Come join Sam as he takes you on a journey from West Tennessee to St. Louis where he 
asked his mother, Mildred Lewis, “How did we become Episcopalians?” 
  
For about 40 years, Sam inquired and researched to get answers. At this presentation, 
he will reveal to you some things about his family history, and some interesting 
discoveries about being Black in the Episcopal Church. His story and findings may 
surprise you! Mark your calendars as you do not want to miss this 
free inspiring presentation. 
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SAFE CHURCH, SAFE COMMUNITY 
It’s that time again!  This is a reminder that Vestry members and ALL church leaders 
(especially those who are in close contact with children and teens) are to do ‘Safe 
Church, Safe Community’ training.  The training is to be done every three years. 

However, every year EVERYONE in leadership is expected to re-read and review the 
policies! Please let Rev. Renee know by April 12, 2026, whether you have taken the 
training or have re-read the policies. Please DO NOT submit your names individually to 
the diocesan offices. 

ASA FOOD MINISTRY – FEED THE NEED 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ! Thank you for your generosity in feeding our 
brothers and sisters in the beloved community who are food-insecure! The need is 
becoming increasingly significant as we continue to partner with the Urban League and 
as decisions are made in our national government. We want the following items to 
restock our food pantry: 
  
Paper Products 

Paper Towels 
Toiletries 
          Toothpaste, Bar Soap, Deodorant 
Canned Vegetables or Meal 
Chili, Spaghetti and Meatballs, Vegetables, Corn, Carrots, Peas, Baked Beans, Great 
Northern Beans, Chicken Noodle Soup, Vegetable Soup 
Canned or Packet Meat or Protein 
           Peanut Butter, Tuna, Chicken Breast, Vienna Sausage, Spam, Luncheon Loaf 
Starches 
           Mac and Cheese, Rice, Spaghetti 
Breakfast 
            Packaged cereal (oatmeal, grits, Cream of Wheat) 
 
When purchasing canned items, please consider getting pull-tops, as many do not 
have can openers. 
 

ASA FOOD MINISTRY – FEED THE NEED - INDOOR FOOD PANTRY and GARDEN 
We want to reopen our indoor Food Pantry in January 2026. We are looking to begin 
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 10 am to 12 pm. Volunteers need to be 
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available from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. We are seeking two volunteers to serve as 
liaisons to our potential clients.  
  
In spring 2026 (probably late March or early April, depending on the weather), we will 
plant our vegetable garden. We will need 2-4 volunteers. The volunteers would clean, 
plant, and maintain the garden. The estimated time commitment is 2 hours per 
session.  
 
For more details, please get in touch with Deacon Valerie. 
 

SIBLING SUPPORT NETWORK 
Do not forget that help is there for those dealing with the loss of a sibling due to 
violent crime.  For more info and survey, please go to: sibling support network.org or 
contact Cheeraz Gormon for more information – cgormon@gmail.com. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Please consider sponsoring the altar flowers for a Sunday Eucharist (with the 
exception of Lent).  Your sponsorship will allow us to make our worship space 
beautiful. You can make a dedication to your deceased loved ones or give recognition 
to living loved ones or in thanksgiving for God’s blessings.  Check out our website for a 
form or see an usher! 

COFFEE HOUR/FELLOWSHIP SIGN UP 
Coffee Hour allows us time to fellowship with each other after Eucharist.  Thank you 
to those who have sponsored a Coffee Hour thus far.  Please think about signing up 
with another parishioner to provide treats for this fun event.  There is a sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Refreshments may consist of fruits, 
pastries/Danish, juice, coffee, tea, and other goodies.  Please note that hosts are 
also responsible for cleanup. 

COMPLETING OFFERING ENVELOPES  

PLEASE HELP make the Tellers’ job a lot easier by doing the following: 

• Write your name on each envelope. 

• Write your number on the envelope if you are not using the one assigned to 
you.   

• See Deborah Dukes or Betty Brown if you do not remember your number. 

• If you are writing a check, include the check number in the top right corner.   

mailto:cgormon@gmail.com
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• If you are paying with cash, please write “Cash” in the top right corner instead 
of a check number.   

• Use one envelope for one donation.   

• If your donation is for anything other than your pledge, PLEASE, include on  
the envelope what it is for, i.e., ECW Dues, Men’s Club, etc.   

 
PAYPAL 

Did you forget to bring your pledge with you to a Eucharist?  Or perhaps you cannot 

attend one of the Eucharists on Sunday morning.  Then you should consider using 

Pay Pal to send in your pledge/contribution.  It’s fast, easy, and a guaranteed safe 

way to contribute.   Some of our parishioners are already taking advantage of this 

service.  For more information, go to our Website and click on the “Connect Tab” and 

then click on “Online Contributions. 

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP AND STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
ASA EVENING PRAYER – EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 6:00 PM 

 

<contact parish office for Zoom login info> 
 
 
 
 

ASA BIBLE STUDY 
Please join our weekly Bible Study group every Thursday at 10:00 am. We will be 
discussing Women of the Bible, so come ready to learn and share your insights. I 
believe that studying God’s Word as a group will strengthen our Faith and will help 
us relate His Words to our lives in today’s world.  Joyce Crittenden, Leader. 
 

<contact parish office for Zoom login info> 
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4520 Lucas and Hunt Road 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63121 

314-367-2314 and 314-361-0105 
allsaintsascension.com 

allsaintsadminasst@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:allsaintsadminasst@sbcglobal.net

